 

Model Letter 
Dear Landlord: 
I am a physician at __________, and have been treating Jane Smith for ___________. Jane is a 9 year old child who is asthmatic and allergic to molds and rodents. According to Jane and her mother, there are leaky pipes and rodent infestation in their apartment. These conditions are seriously contributing to Jane’s asthmatic condition. 
 When exposed to these mold and infestation, Jane is at risk of a restriction of her airways, which can lead to asthma attacks, hospitalization and even death. 
As the landlord of Ms. Smith’s apartment, under New York’s real property laws, you are legally required to ensure that the apartment and common areas of the building “are fit for human habitation and for the uses reasonably intended by the parties and that the occupants of such premises [are] not subjected to any conditions which would be dangerous, hazardous, or detrimental to their life, health or safety.” The above described conditions pose a serious and immediate threat to the health of Ms. Smith and her children and constitute clear violations of New York law. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Dr. John Pediatrician 
  

